A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
greatly in those hundred and fifty years. All fiscal connection
with the Empire, even if it survived as late as 447, has long
disappeared by 597. No taxes are paid to any Imperial authority
nor any Imperial money received here in England. No title is
given to anyone in Britain by Imperial authority. The Latin
language, though still used for writing in the west of the island
and in liturgy, has been generally replaced there by the Celtic
dialects; in the east the courts, and probably the people, near the
coast speak Teutonic dialects, and Latin is forgotten. There may
still have been Celtic speech among them, for five hundred year$
later the Celtic names of places were well remembered.
The change in religion is still more marked. In 447 we find
the usual late-Roman state of affairs in an outlying province.
The official attitude is Christian, but a great number of Pagans
remain. A new heresy forms the chief matter of public debate
and importance. Presumably the bishoprics are organized
thoroughly in Britain, as elsewhere throughout the Empire. By
597 all this is changed. The Christian religion is universal
in the west of England, there are apparently no heresies or
Pagans left, and the district is organized in bishoprics. But
communication with the rest of Christendom seems to have
ceased and a corresponding growth of local customs to have
arisen. The extreme south-west, Cornwall and perhaps South
Wales, were in touch with Christian Churches in Brittany. But
of general communion with the Universal Church and its centre
in Rome there is little vestige left. On the East and South
Coasts—at least as far east as Dorsetshire and all the way up to
the Firth of Forth—the bishoprics have disappeared, and the
•people and rulers are Pagan. There may have been some
lingering remnants of Christian practice and doctrine, and we
have mention of one church either surviving or restored to use
in Kent, at Canterbury. But the masses and their governments
have, so far as we know, fallen back to Paganism again*
A third most striking change is the disappearance and for-
getting of provincial unity. In 447 Britain still appears as one
province with Roman officials. There is no talk of local kings
or chiefs independent of provincial rule. In 597 and onward
all is under petty local kinglets, as has been described. No one
governs Britain as a whole, though there is some echo of the old
Roman Dux. Britanniarium in the title Bretwalda, occasionally
taken by some leading kinglet of the eastern kind, more powerful
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